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In het Nederlands / in Dutch 
 
Gastcollege in het vak Rechtssociologie, gedoceerd door Prof. Stephan 
Parmentier, KU Leuven: "Zin (en onzin) van onderzoek naar vertrouwen in de 
rechtspraak" 
 
Maandag 26 oktober van 16:00-18:00 
Maria Theresiacollege (Grote Aula), St Michielsstraat 6, Leuven 
Vrije toegang – geen aparte inschrijving vereist 



 
In English / in het Engels 
 
Research Seminar: “Legal Consciousness and Legal Alienation: A View from 
The Netherlands” 
Co-chairs: Prof. Stephan Parmentier (KU Leuven) and Prof. Bernard Hubeau 
(University of Antwerp) 
Respondent: Mr. Steven Gibens (University of Antwerp) 
 
Tuesday 27 October from 12:00-14:00 
Faculty of Law (Small Conference Room - poortgebouw), Tiensestraat 41, Leuven 
Limited access – please register with sonja.wellens@law.kuleuven.be 
 
 
This paper examines the growing level of public dissatisfaction with the justice system 
in the Netherlands and looks at the erosion of legal legitimacy in everyday life. Unlike 
previous studies, that look at ‘what people do and think about going to law’, I will look 
at what people do and think about moving away from law. Who are these critics of the 
justice system? What motivates their critical legal consciousness? And how should the 
law respond to this? Using empirical case studies, and combining insights from 
contemporary legal consciousness studies with classical socio-legal theory, I will argue 
that growing public criticism about the justice system can be understood as a process 
of ‘legal alienation’; a gradual and mundane process with potentially big consequences 
for the legitimacy of law. 
 
 
Biographical information 
 
Marc Hertogh (1968) is Professor of Socio-Legal Studies at the University of Groningen, the Netherlands 
and Associate Research Fellow at the Centre for Socio-Legal Studies (University of Oxford). He studied 
law at Leiden University and at the London School of Economics and Political Science. His research 
focuses on public opinion about law, with a special interest in legal consciousness, legal pluralism, and 
administrative justice. 
 
He is Editor-in-Chief of the International Journal of Law in Context (Cambridge University Press). He is 
also a member of the Advisory Board of the Dutch/Flemish Law & Society Review and he acts as the 
Law and Society correspondent for the Dutch Lawyers’ Journal (NJB). 
 
His research has been published in leading journals such as Law and Policy, Journal of Law and Society, 
Social & Legal Studies, International Journal of Law, Crime and Justice, Jurisprudence, International 
Journal of Law in Context, Legisprudence, Journal of Comparative Law. 
 
His recent books include Judicial Review and Bureaucratic Impact (Cambridge University Press, 2004) 
(with Simon Halliday) and Living Law: Reconsidering Eugen Ehrlich (Hart Publishing, 2009). 
 
Marc Hertogh is a member of the Scientific Advisory Board of the Dutch Council for the Judiciary and 
he has been an adviser to several government departments and committees in the Netherlands, 
including the Ministry of Justice, the Ministry of the Interior, the National Ombudsman, and the Public 
Prosecution Service. 
 
He is a member of the Law and Society Association (LSA), the Socio-Legal Studies Association (SLSA) 
and the Dutch/Flemish Law and Society Association (VSR). 
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